
CALL for SCORES: NACUSA National Conference 2020

The Cascadia Chapter of the National Association of Composers/USA is pleased to 
announce a call for scores, papers, and presentations for the 2020 NACUSA National 
Conference, March 19-21 at Lewis & Clark College in Portland, OR.  We are excited to 
partner with Lewis & Clark, Resonance Ensemble, Portland Percussion Group, and the 
Evergreen Experimental Music Ensemble (EEME) from Evergreen State College in 
Olympia, WA.  Five concerts open to all NACUSA members are planned over two days, 
including electroacoustic works, electronics, and opportunities to bring your own 
performers.  The conference begins the day before with two concerts featuring 
selected local college-level student composers and the Cascadia Chapter itself.  Your 
basic conference fee of $30 directly funds conference facilities and logistics, thank you!

Information on registration and housing will be forthcoming.  An optional luncheon on 3/21 
will be available for a catering fee of $25.  All concerts on 3/20 and 3/21 will be audio 
recorded for NACUSA archives.  Copies of tracks will be available to composers for an 
additional $20 fee.  All conference concerts and presentations are free to all members.

Papers and presentations:  On topics relevant to today's composers, such as contemporary 
aesthetic issues, new technical possibilities, relationships between the arts and social 
issues, career strategies and lessons learned, and so forth.  Illuminate the present or give 
us a challenge for the future.  Sessions will be in classrooms, spread across Friday and 
Saturday, March 20-21.  You must be available for either day.  Please submit your papers 
and presentations on NewMusicEngine.org via this link.

Performances:  Spread across three days, March 19-21, 2020.  All performances are 
licensed by and will be reported to ASCAP and BMI.

Venues:  Evans Auditorium, Agnes Flanagan Chapel, and others at Lewis & Clark College

Submission Deadline:  11:59 PM PDT, Monday, September 30th, 2019 unless noted below

Eligibility:  All NACUSA members in good standing through 2020 (don't forget to renew!) 
except for the restricted concerts on 3/19 (see below).  Composers of all works selected 
are expected to attend the conference.

Instrumentation:  The following concerts, with the instrumentations listed, are planned. 
Concerts have no specific themes unless noted below.

https://www.newmusicengine.org/index.php


3/19 afternoon:  Chamber works by student composers from Lewis & Clark, Evergreen, and 
Portland State University, featuring the Evergreen Experimental Music Ensemble.  Works 
selected by Michael Johanson (L&C), Arun Chandra (Evergreen), and Bonnie Miksch (PSU).

3/19 evening:  Cascadia Composers Spring Concert – chamber music concert open only to 
Cascadia chapter members, by the same performers as in the 3/21 evening concert.  A 
separate score call will be distributed to Cascadia members.  This concert will be subject to 
Cascadia's usual participation fee, and will be fully audio and video recorded as usual.

3/20 midday:  Themed concert, open to all NACUSA members, in celebration of the 250th 

anniversary of Ludwig van Beethoven's birth.  We plan to include Beethoven's op. 134, his 
own recently rediscovered piano duet arrangement of the Grosse Fuge; composers are 
encouraged to write in response to that work.  Any instrumentation played by one or two 
musicians is allowed, but there must be at least one piano.  Electronics may be included.  

Submission deadline is 11:59 PM PST, Monday, November 18th,  2019.  Local instrumentalists 
other than pianists are at the composers' expense.  Fee is typically $200 to $250 depending 
on performer travel.  Composers may bring their own performers (no extra fee); they may 
be required to bring any very unusual instruments and their performers.  

3/20 evening, two concerts in one, open to all NACUSA members, with a break between:

Part 1:  Portland Percussion Group, percussion quartet.  Strong preference given to 
works using all four, but works with two or three percussionists are also acceptable. 
Instruments available: 2 five octave marimbas, 4.3 octave marimba, 2 vibraphones, 2 
sets of bells, two octave crotales, xylophone, chimes, multiple tam-tams, plus standard 
orchestral percussion including timpani.

Part 2:  Resonance Ensemble, chamber choir, a cappella or with piano (roster here, 
typical performances include 16 members with divisi up to SSAATTBB). Preference given 
to works clearly aligned with their mission, “powerful concerts promoting meaningful 
social change,” but there is no specific theme.  Depending on a work's demands, 
students from the Lewis & Clark choir Cappella Nova may be included.

3/21 midday:  Works featuring electronics, including electroacoustic works and electric 
instruments. Open to all NACUSA members. Please plan on bringing any live performers.

3/21 evening:  Chamber music concert devoted to works by NACUSA members outside the 
Cascadia chapter, featuring Lewis & Clark Faculty Chamber Players, Friends of Rain and the 
Palatine Trio.  Works may be solos, duets, trios, quartets, or quintets, and include any 
standard solo voice and any standard orchestral or typical chamber instrument plus 
percussion.  Composers may bring their own performers.  Electroacoustic works are also 
welcome.  (Very unusual instruments or combinations will be individually negotiated, and 
may require the composer to bring their own performers.)

In general, composers who bring their own performers are expected to bring everyone 
required.  It may be possible to join visiting and local performers in the same work, but 
those situations must be individually negotiated and there is no guarantee.

Please note, depending on various considerations including performer and composer schedules, some 
Cascadia Chapter works may end up on the final NACUSA concert and vice versa.  Regardless, Cascadia 

https://college.lclark.edu/live/events/292652-palatine-trio
https://college.lclark.edu/departments/music/ensembles/friends_of_rain/
http://www.resonancechoral.org/the-resonance-musicians
http://www.resonancechoral.org/info
http://www.portlandpercussiongroup.com/
https://sites.evergreen.edu/arunchandra/eeme/


members will still pay the Cascadia concert participation fee and non-Cascadia members will not.

Submission procedure:  Anonymous submission.  Remove or blank out anything on the score 
or other submitted media that identifies the composer.  Check authorship, copyright 
notices, logos, program notes, performance notes, and so forth.

Composers may submit up to three works, but at most one can be performed, or two if the 
composer brings any needed performers for at least one work.  Priority will be given to 
works lasting less than 12 minutes.

Submit the following through the submission form on the NewMusicEngine.org website. 
Also include the duration, whether you're bringing performers and how many, your primary 
chapter affiliation if any, and other information as required by the submission form: 

1. Score as a PDF, including performance notes. Make sure nothing identifies the composer. 

2. Recording if available (MIDI is OK if none is) in MP3 format.  A link may be submitted 
instead, if more convenient or if your MP3 does not upload for some reason.  Make sure 
nothing in an MP3 player window or the link identifies the composer.  

3. For the Beethoven-theme concert only, t  ext file   as a PDF, with a short explanation of the 
connection to Beethoven or the Grosse Fuge.  Or, submit in the form's “Additional 
comments” box.  Don't include anything that can identify you.

4. Text files as PDFs with your program notes, bio, or any other information pertaining to 
the piece which may be of interest to an audience.  Please submit separate files for your 
notes and your bio.  These won't be accessible to the selection committees.  If there's some 
aspect of your submission you feel needs an additional explanatory note, briefly and 
anonymously comment in the submission form's “Additional comments” box.  

5. Lyrics permission - If there are lyrics which are not in the public domain, include a text 
file as a PDF showing you have permission to use them.  Even if lyrics are in the public 
domain, be sure to enter the author in the text box provided.

Selection process:  Committees of Cascadia and NACUSA members, exclusive of any 
member who has submitted a work for a given committee's target concert, will select works 
in cooperation with Portland Percussion Group and Resonance Ensemble.

Selections will be announced by November 10th, 2019 (Dec. 2nd for LvB concert).  Final score 
and parts for all works must be sent by December 16th, 2019.

Questions?  Please contact Jeff Winslow at jeffw@rdrop.com.
 
Thank you and good luck!

mailto:jeffw@rdrop.com
https://www.newmusicengine.org/index.php

